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"The author's upbeat, positive tone is refreshing and his enthusiasm about his topic is
contagious." — School Library Journal (starred review)Pssst! Do you know the difference
between a code and a cipher? Can you tell a St. Cyr slide from a Cardano grille? Did you know
that the discovery of a substitution cipher caused Mary Queen of Scots to lose her head? Don’t
look now, but packed into this practical field guide is everything a young person needs to know
about the art of concealment — making and breaking codes, mastering cipher systems, and
experimenting with secret writing. Offering plenty of hands-on practice sessions, tips for creating
a code-making kit, sidebars on secret codes in history, and an amusing pair of spies to illustrate
techniques, Paul B. Janeczko’s tantalizing Top Secret won’t stay a secret for long. Back matter
includes suggestions for further reading, an author’s note, an answer key, and an index.

The author's upbeat, positive tone is refreshing and his enthusiasm about his topic is contagious.
—School Library Journal (starred review)Thoroughly engrossing.—FamilyFunJaneczko gives
aspiring codemakers and codebreakers everything they need for staging their own information
exchanges. . . . Fascinating historical anecdotes keep things lively, as do LaReau's stylish black-
and-white illustrations.—Booklist (starred review)About the Author Excerpt. © Reprinted by
permission. All rights reserved.As long as I can remember, I’ve been interested in codes and
ciphers. There are a lot of reasons. For one thing, I’ve always enjoyed a good puzzle, whether it’s
a math puzzle or a word game. I’ve also been a fan of spy novels and movies. I love all that cloak-
and-dagger stuff, all those mysterious meetings in exotic places. And I’ve been something of a
history buff, especially interested in how individuals shaped history. All of these interests find
their way into any exploration of codes and ciphers.I’m sure you have your own reason for
picking up this field guide, but I suspect that you’re a lot like me. There is something about codes
and ciphers — how to make them, how to break them, how they changed history — that
fascinates you. Maybe you’ve dreamed of designing a cipher that is "unbreakable." Or working
against time to break a secret code. Or trying to create the perfect invisible ink. If this sounds like
you, then this guide is just for you.This book is about making codes and ciphers, not just reading
about them. To get the most out of this book, I suggest you create a codemaker’s field kit. You
might want to think of it as your spy kit, a place where you can store all your tools for
codemaking and codebreaking. I suggest you use a shoe box or a plastic storage box. That
should give you enough room, at least for starters, to store the cipher tools and codebooks you
will make. You can also keep the invisible ink and the pens, toothpicks, and developers that go
along with it. By the time you work your way through this book, you will have many things to keep
in your field kit.While you don’t need a cloak or a dagger for your field kit, I think it’s a good idea
for you to have a notebook or journal in which you can keep track of some of the things you will



create along the way — things like code names and suitable keywords for a number of different
ciphers. The notebook is also the perfect place to work out solutions for intercepted messages
and to design the new codes and ciphers you will dream up.But don’t just rely on what you read
about in this book to decide what to put in your field kit and in your notebook. Be inventive. Use
your imagination to think of other things that can help you as a codemaker and codebreaker.One
of the ways to get new ideas about codes and ciphers is to read books and stories that show
how spies carry out their business. I hope you get some ideas from the stories that are scattered
throughout the book. They tell about some of the famous codes, codemakers, and codebreakers
in history. At the end of this book, I’ve suggested some other books that will give you even more
information about the world of codes and espionage.Since even a real spy doesn’t work alone,
making and breaking codes is much more fun if you work with a partner. And it’s even more fun if
you pick a partner who wants to be inventive. You know the kind of person I mean — someone
who is willing to try something clever to make a good code better. Someone who is willing to
take chances or makes guesses to break a code.If you are nuts about codes and ciphers and
secret writing, this guide has it all: codes, ciphers, invisible inks, concealment techniques, spy
stories, and even a little bit of history (but only the exciting parts). Find a friend and start reading
this book and building your codemaker’s field kit. The fun has just begun!Read more
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Sparty, “It is a Secret, do not tell anyone.. It is a Christmas present for someone. Book looks
good, I have not read it.”

Not Sharing My Name, “Such a great book!. Bought this book for a young family member who is
into puzzles and all things cerebral right now. They like The Mysterious Benedict Society, so I
thought this would be neat. All sorts of ciphers and encryption/decryption techniques are
discussed in a really entertaining and fun way! Definitely a great purchase for your future CIA
agent ”

Erin, “PERFECT intro to secret codes. This is EXACTLY what I was looking for! Very simple,
clear explanations of many basic codes, tips for how to make them with household materials,
and some brief history of each. It’s perfect for both my 1st and 4th graders, and the adults are
having fun learning & practicing some new skills as well!”

StoneHenge, “Great for pre-teens and Jr. High kids. I bought this for my kids to use for fun with
their friends. It is much too easy and simplistic for use by adults. Some high school kids might
find it interesting but I think it's probably geared more towards pre-teens and Jr. High kids.Great
for Scouting as well.”

B. Jacobsen, “Fun, well-written book for middle-school students.. The book is well written and
well illustrated. I think it would work best for kids from about 12 to 14. It starts with basic codes,
and moves to more complicated ones, but always makes how they function quite clear. I list the
ages to give a sensibility of the book; it is not "dumbed down". The book could be used by
younger kids with some adult help, or for kids who are really interested. It would also be a good
starting point for high school students.It tries hard to be as interactive as possible, always posing
questions. It is a "practical" book, focusing on codes that students can use, as opposed to trying
to be say a history book, that would delve deeply into say the WW II Enigma code. From the
rating, you can tell I enjoyed it.”

pj, “Buy this book for tons of fun!. Perfect little book. Includes many ciphers and codes and easy-
to-read historical anecdotes about how they were used in history. Buy one for you and another
for grandchild. Send coded messages back and forth. I put together an annual Christmas Eve
quest for grandkids and find this book valuable in setting up clues, codes and ciphers.”

Rheanna Ebook Library Reader, “Thank you. Can't to get started on reading this. Seems
exciting.”

rky222k, “kids like it. no idea, never looked at it, the kids liked it, whatever...”



Daniel Collyer, “Five Stars. great to read”

Jacques Batteson, “As expected. As expected”

The book by Paul B. Janeczko has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 337 people have provided feedback.
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